TO-MORROW

the third day he was able to see company at dinner as usual,
and my mind was relieved from an insupportable state of anxiety.

Upon examination, the mayor was convinced that I was per-
fectly innocent: the cook told the exact truth, blamed herself
for not sending to me before she dressed the birds ; but said that
she concluded I had found the leaves I took home were harm-
less, as I never came to tell her the contrary.

I was liberated, and went home to my wife. She clasped me
in her arms, but could not articulate a syllable. By her joy at
seeing me again, she left me to judge of what she must have
suffered during this terrible interval.

For some time after this unfortunate accident happened, it
continued to be the subject of general conversation in Philadel-
phia. The story was told a thousand different ways, and the
comments upon it were in various ways injurious to me. Some
blamed me, for what indeed I deserved to be most severely
blamed, my delaying one hour to examine the leaves found in
the crop of the pheasant; others affected to think it absolutely
impossible that any human being could be so dilatory and
negligent, where the lives of fellow-creatures and friends^ and
frjends by whom I had been treated with the utmost hospitality
for years, were concerned. Others, still more malicious, hinted
that, though I had been favoured by the mayor, and perhaps
by the goodness of poor Mr. Hudson, there must be something
more than had come to light in the business ; and some boldly
pronounced that the story of the leaves of the Kalmia latifolia
was a mere blind, for that the pheasant could not have been
rendered poisonous by such means,3

That a motive might not be wanting for the crime, it was
whisperetl that old Mr. Hudson had talked of leaving me a con-
siderable legacy, which I was impatient to touch, that I might
carry my adventuring schemes into execution. I was astonished
as much as shocked at the sudden alteration in the manners of

1 ' hi the severe winter of the: years 1790 rind 1791, there appeared to
be such unequivocal reasons for believing that several persons in Philadel-
phia had died inconsequence of their eating pheasants, in whose crops the
leaves and buds of the Kdlmiti hitifolitt. were found, that, the mayor of the
<eity thought it prudent and his duty to warn the people against the use of this
bird, by a public proclamation. I know that by many persons, especially
by .some lovers of pheasants' flesh, the circumstance just mentioned was
supposed to be destitute of foundation : but the foundation was n. solid one.
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